A vocation of love, sacrifice, & suffering
Believers in Christ have been commissioned to a life of complete commitment and service to God

and that often involves sacrifice and suffering while living a life of love in grace and truth.

God doesn’t promise His faithful servant comfort and leisure in this life, nor does He apologize for pain 

and suffering, but He does promise to be with us and offers provision and protection so we can stand under it.

	“I set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him” John 13:15
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the world hates you.  Remember the words I spoke to you:  No servant is greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.”  John 15:18
Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.  1John 3:13
“Yet man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.”  Job 5:7

“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,”  2 Timothy 3:12
 “I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”  Acts 9:16
“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.”   

   Matthew 10:16
“Go! I am sending you out like lams among wolves.”  Luke 10:3
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”  James 1:2
“Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character, and character, hope.”  Romans 5:3

 “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  1Peter 1:6
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  John 16:33
Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs-he wants to please his commanding officer.  2 Timothy 2:3

“We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited.  Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger;  purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.”    2 Corinthians 6:6

“Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,  for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  2 Corinthians 12:8
Let no one say when he is tempted, I am being tempted by God, for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  James 1:13

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  1 Corinthians 10:13


???QUESTIONS???

What did Jesus promise His followers if they are faithful servants and go into the world?

How does God build your character and faith?  

Did God promise that you would always have enough to eat?

Did God promise that you would be persecuted and experience trouble if you faithfully serve Him?

Why is it “taboo” “politically incorrect” to talk about God?

Explain what is important in the world system and how you are not of it?
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