CHOSEN BY GOD

ADOPTED BY GOD  God chose whom He would adopt by the council of His will before creation.
For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.  In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will-to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves. Ephesians 1:4
He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all He created.  James 1:18

In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory.  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession-to the praise of His glory. Ephesians 1:11
Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God-children born not of natural descent, not of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  John 1:12
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.  Acts 13:48

For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, he also glorified.  What, then, shall we say in response to this?  If God is for us, who can be against us? Romans 8:29
Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father Isaac.  Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad-in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: not by works but by Him who calls-she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”  Just as it is written:  “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  What then shall we say?  Is God unjust?  Not at all!  For He says to Moses,  “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” Romans 9:10

Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?  It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns? 

  Romans 8:33
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption.  And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ. Romans 8:15

It does not therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh:  “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  Therefore God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden. Romans 9:16
REGENERATION & FAITH  Before an individual has the ability to truly place their faith in Jesus, God must do a work in them or they would never come to God.  Their spirit must be revived by God, this is a work and gift of God.

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  2 Cor 4:3

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.    1 Corinthians 1:18

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:14

The sinful mind is hostile to God.  It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.  Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. Romans 8:7

“No-one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him,  John 6:44
Jesus answered,  “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, You must be born again.  The wind blows wherever it pleases.  You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.  So it is with everyone born of the Spirit. John 3:5

But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers.  So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of His grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders.  The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the apostles.  Acts 14:2

But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read.  It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it take away.  Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts.  But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  2 Corinthians 3:14
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.  Colossians 2:13

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, Hebrews 12:2
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Sovereignty - A Stumbling Block or a Comfort It doesn’t seem fair or equal but it is just.  The Creator doesn’t owe  rebellious creatures mercy.   Mercy and grace can never be obligations or they would be justice.  Some get mercy, some get justice, no one gets injustice.  Thank God that we have received mercy and not justice.   Does a righteous, just, and loving God owe His rebellious creatures salvation?   The Apostle Paul anticipates the readers objection to God’s sovereign will in the salvation process and asks them, “who are you to talk back to God?”  Can you still love and serve a totally sovereign God?  Properly understanding the sovereignty of God is vital, it free us up to trust and love God and the lost and gives us hope and assurance of salvation.  It also does away with all pride and boasting and underlines our dependence upon God.  American values and culture often say “give me liberty or give me death” not realizing that true liberty is only found in relationship with and to a sovereign God under His authority.  When they say liberty they mean autonomy and there are no autonomous beings but God.  Liberty from God would be death because God sustains all life.  We have been bought with a price, we are not our own, but the work and possession of God.  If we were wise enough to choose God while we were still sinners we would have something to boast about, but as it is, in ourselves we have nothing to boast about, only God in us.  He is the Author and perfector of our faith.  This also relieves us of the responsibility of trying to making the lost believe, because it is impossible, we simply spread the seed of the Gospel, others may water it, but it is God alone who can give it life and make it grow.  Again, can you trust God and His Word, and can you love a totally sovereign God?  If you do you will find eternal and abundant life here and now on earth, amidst sin, pain, and suffering, and that brings great glory to God.
One of you will say to me:  “Then why does God still blame us?  For who resists His will?”  But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?  “Shall what is formed say to Him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”  Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?  What if God, choosing to show His wrath and make His power known, bore with great patience the objects of His wrath-prepared for destruction?  What if He did this to make the riches of His glory known to the objects of His mercy, whom He prepared in advance for glory-even us, whom He also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles Rom 9:19
Who can speak and have it happen if the Lord has not decreed it?  Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that both calamities and good things come?  Why should any living man complain when punished for his sins?  Lam 3:37

All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;  Isaiah 64:6

Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.  Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify the things that are, so that no-one may boast before Him.  It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God-that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written:  “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  1 Corinthians 1:27
What, after all, is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Only servants, through whom you came to believe-as the Lord has assigned to each his task.  I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.  1 Corinthians 3:5

For by grace you have been saved through faith,  and that not of your selves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,  Ephesians 2:8

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 6:23

???  QUESTIONS  ???

   What has the god of this age done to the minds of unbelievers?  2 Corinthians 4:3

Can the man without the Spirit of God understand and accept the gospel of salvation or other things of God?  1 Corinthians 2:14
Can spiritually dead people understand the gospel or please God?  Romans 8:7

What is the gospel to those who are not saved?  1 Corinthians 1:18

Is it possible for an unsaved and spiritually dead person to come to Jesus if the Father doesn’t draw Him?  John 6:44

Are faith and eternal life gifts from God?  Hebrews 12:2 Eph 2:8 Rom 6:23

Who is the author of your faith? Hebrews 12:2

Can you enter the kingdom of God if you have not been born again of the Spirit?  John 3:5

On what basis does God predetermine eternal destinations of individuals?  Ephesians 1:4, 1:11

Who does God have mercy on and whom does He harden?  Romans 9:16

Who can rightly question what God does or says? Romans 9:19
Are the lost slaves to sin, dead in sin, enemies of God and children of the Devil?  1 John 3:10
What is the extent of man’s freedom? 
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