god above all

God’s good and eternal character demands complete submission, love, service, and devotion from His creatures.  For Him to allow any created being to receive what He alone deserves would be a violation against Himself.  Not only does God deserve all of our love and devotion because of who He is, He has earned our love and devotion by what He had done for us.  It is for our benefit to seek God first and foremost.  When we trust and submit to God’s love we find His provisions and protection and eternal life starting here and now on earth.

GOD FIRST & FORMOST  God’s character demands that He be first for our allegiance.
You shall have no other gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them;  for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God,  Exodus 20:3
Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.  Exodus 34:14
I am jealous for you with a gody jealousy.  I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to Him.  But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  2 Corinthians 11:2
For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.  Deuteronomy 4:24
Hear, O Israel;  The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  Deuteronomy 6:4
I am the Lord; that is my name!  I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.  Isaiah 42:8
…  How can I let myself be defamed?  I will not yield my glory to another.  Isaiah  48:11
In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  Luke 14:33
The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me;  John 12:25
Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  Matthew 10:37

In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  Luke 14:33
EVERYTHING EXISTS FOR AND BY HIM  
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or power or rulers or authorities;  all things were created by Him and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  Colossians 1:15
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.  Hebrews 1:3
In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exist,  Hebrews 2:10
GOD BLESSES THOSE WHO PUT HIM FIRST & FORMOST  
….for you’re heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.  Matthew 6:32

Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desire of your heart.  Psalms 37:4
???QUESTIONS???

In what ways does God deserve your complete love, devotion and service?

In what ways has God earned your complete love, devotion and service?

In what ways do you try to run or hide from God?

In what ways do you try to be “God” with your life?

What would your life be like if God was absolutely number one for a week?
What kind of false gods have you submitted to?  

Have you given up everything that hinders your relationship of love with God?

Is there anyone or thing that you love more than God?

What happens when you serve God out of love? 

Grace by Truth Ministries   For comments, questions, or additional materials, visit www.gracebytruth.org or call me at (602) 743-4855







































