GOD’S WILL FOR THE BELIEVER IN CHRIST
Now that you believe in Jesus and have eternal benefits, this then is what you should do and how you should live.

DON’T USE YOUR FREEDOM IN CHRIST TO SIN  If you sin God will discipline you.

You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature, rather, serve one another in love.  The entire law is summed up in a single command:  “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  If you keep on biting and devouring eachother, watch out or you will be destroyed by eachother.  Galatians 5:10

 “Everything is permissible for me”-but not everything is beneficial.  “Everything is permissible for me”-but I will not be mastered by anything.  1 Corinthians 6:12

For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?  By no means!  Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slave to the one whom you obey-whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?  Romans 6:14

Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness, leading to holiness.  When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.  What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of?  Those things result in death!  But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.  Romans 6:21
...I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  1 Pet 2:11
“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked, A man reaps what he sows.”  Galatians 6:7
Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they though best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His holiness.  No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  Hebrews 12:10

FOCUS UPON GOD  Believers should set their hearts and minds on God and live by His Word and in His grace.

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  Colossians 3:1
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is-his good, pleasing, and perfect will.  Romans 12:1
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:2

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength,  The second is this:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than these.  Mark 12:30
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:5

For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.  Romans 8:6
Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart.  Psalms 37:4
Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.  Matthew 4:4

How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word.  I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.  I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  Psalms 119:9
If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  John 8:31

...for you’re heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. Matthew 6:32

Finely, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, what ever is of good repute, if there is an excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.   Phil 4:8
WALK/LIVE IN CHRIST   Day by day believers should live by and in the grace of God.

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him; rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  Colossians 2:6
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  1 Peter 3:15
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Colossians 3:12
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  2 Timothy 2:1
Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  2 Peter 3:17
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FELLOWSHIP  Believers are witnesses of Jesus and should regularly meet together for communion & edification.

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Mat 28:18
He said to them,  “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.  Mark 16:15
He told them, “This is what is written :  The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high. Luke 24:46

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Acts 1:8
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  Colossians 3:16
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another,  Heb 10:25
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.  1 Thessalonians 5:11

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you:  The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, He broke it and said. “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying,  “This is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:23
UTILIZE YOUR GIFTEDNESS  Believers are to serve God as the extension of Christ on earth.

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. Jhn 17:30
You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:13
Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach, if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.  Romans 12:4
But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.  1 Corinthians 7:7
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  1 Corinthians 12:4
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.  1 Peter 4:10
So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.  1 Cor 4:1
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us.  2 Corinthians 5:20
PRAY/WORSHIP/REJOICE/GIVE THANKS  Believers are to have an intimate relationship with God.
Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!  Matthew 7:7

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Phl 4:4

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  James 5:16

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  1 Ths 5:16

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  Colossians 4:2
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.  Ephesians 6:18
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