the hopeless condition of the natural man

Every human being is born into a state of falleness from their Creator and are in need of reconciliation.

* = Words of Jesus

RADICALLY CORRUPTED  Every aspect of every human being has been negatively effected by sin.

I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. Romans 7:18
The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?  “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.” Jeremiah 17:9
For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.  These are what make a man unclean; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him unclean. *Matthew 15:19
They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.  Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual list for more. Ephesians 4:18
What is man, that he could be pure, or one born of woman, that he could be righteous?  If God places no trust in his holy ones, if even the heavens are not pure in His eyes, how much less man, who is vile and corrupt, who drinks up evil like water! Job 15:14
How then can a man be righteous before God?  How can one born of woman be pure?  If even the moon is not bright and the stars are not pure in His eyes, how much less man, who is but a maggot-a son of man, who is only a worm! Job 25:4

SLAVE TO SIN  The natural man has a self imposed sin nature and cannot stop sinning against God.

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Psalms 51:5
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned, Romans 5:12
But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, sight be given to those who believe.  Galatians 3:22

If we claim we have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word has not place in our lives. 1 John 1:8
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good?  No one is good except God alone.” *Luke 18:19
As it is written:  “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”  “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.”  “The poison of vipers is on their lips.”  “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”  “Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not know.”  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” Romans 3:10
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasure.  We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. Titus 3:2

When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. Romans 6:20
For we know that our old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Romans 6:6
The sinful mind is hostile to God.  It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.  Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. Romans 8:7

For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. Galatians 5:17
ENEMIES OF GOD  The natural man is at enmity towards God and will not/can not please Him.

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. Colossians 1:21
Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. Romans 8:5
You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?  Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. James 4:4
For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life! Romans 5:10
CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL  Scripture calls the natural man a child of the devil.

Why is my language not clear to you?  Because you are unable to hear what I say.  You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. *John 8:43
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe.  The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me.  But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; *John 10:25
For you are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:26
This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are:  Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 1 John 3:10
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SPIRITUALLY DEAD  The spirit of a natural man is inoperative and unable to discern spiritual things.

And the Lord God commanded the man,  “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  (immediate spiritual and future physical death) Genesis 2:16

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you;  I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. Ezekiel 37:26

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:14

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.  For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:4

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. Ephesians 2:1
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. Col 2:13

In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again. *John 3:3

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. *John 3:5
God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. *John 4:24
UNABLE TO SAVE THEMSELVES  The natural man is doomed to the justice/wrath of God.

He who belongs to God hears what God says.  The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God. *John 8:47

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of Christ. Rom 10:17

”It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing.  The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.  But there are some of you who do not believe.”  For Jesus know from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him.  And He said.  “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.”  *John 6:63
No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; *John 6:44
For many are invited, but few are chosen. *Matthew 22:14
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit. John 15:16

For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight. Ephesians 1:4
WHY  The natural man does not and will not give God the love and service He deserves.
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be know about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities, His eternal power and diving nature have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. Romans 1:18
But these people have stubborn and rebellious hearts; they have turned aside and gone away.  They do not say to themselves, ‘Let us fear the Lord our God, who gives autumn and spring rains in season, who assures us of the regular weeks of harvest.’  Jeremiah 5:23

For although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. Romans 1:21

They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny Him.  They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.  Titus 1:16

The Lord says:  “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men. Isaiah 29:13

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator.  Romans 1:24
Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, He gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. Romans 1:28
One of you will say to me:  “They why does God still blame us?  For who resists His will?”  But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?  “Shall what is formed say to Him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”  Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? Rom 9:19
This is the verdict:  Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. *Jhn 3:19

Therefore God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden. Romans 9:18
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