love not law
“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  John 1:17

The Christian faith is about love not law, relationships not religion.  Sin is no longer a major issue for the believer in Christ, sin was dealt with at the cross and is being dealt with through your relationship of love with God.  The major issue is growing in relationships of  grace, truth, and love with God and others.  In this way sin is properly dealt with through the power available in relationship with and to God, not by personal resolve or strength.  God retains all the glory.  God’s moral law can only be kept through love, a changed heart and mind.

UNDER GRACE NOT LAW  Believers are under the Grace of God and the law of Christ which is love.

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us,  Galatians 3:13
All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written:  Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.  Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, the righteous will live by faith.  The law is not based on faith; Galatians 3:10
Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.  Romans 10:4
But now righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  Romans 3:21
For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.  And so He condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.   Romans 8:3
For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.  Romans 6:14
For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,  It teaches us to say no to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age.  Titus 2:11
I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing! Gal 2:21
But he said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.  2 Corinthians 12:9
What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  By no means!  Romans 6:1
What then?  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?  By no means!  Romans 6:15
To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.  To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.  To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law.  1 Cor 9:20
Do we, then nullify the law by this faith?  Not at all!  Rather, we uphold the law.  Romans 3:31
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2
Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says?  Galatians 4:21
THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW  To reveal our hopeless condition and lead us to Christ.

What, then, was the purpose of the law?  It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come.  Galatians 3:19
The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming-not the realities themselves.  Hebrews 10:1
The law was added so that the trespass might increase.  But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Romans 5:20
Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed.  So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.  Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.  Galatians 3:23

The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.  Hebrews 7:18
We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.  We also know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers, and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious.  1 Timothy 1:8
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.  Romans 3:19
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  1 Corinthians 15:56
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  James 2:10
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  Romans 3:20
What shall we say, then?  Is the law sin?  Certainly not!  Indeed I would not have know what sin was except through the law.  For I would not have know what coveting really was if the law had not said,  Do not covet.  But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire.  For apart from law, sin is dead.  Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died.  I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death.  Romans 7:7
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THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT  Love sums up the essence of the law.

The most important one, answered Jesus, is this:  Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than these.  Mark  12:29
Jesus replied:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.  Matthew 22:37
If you love me, you will obey what I command.  John 14:15
The entire law is summed up in a single command:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  Galatians 5:14

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.  Mat 7:12
The commandments, Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not covet, and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  Romans 13:9
…The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.  Galatians 5:6
LOVE FULFILLS THE LAW  Love fulfills the intent of the law to a greater degree.
Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  Romans 13:10
For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.  Hosea 6:6
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  Psalm 51:17
But I tell you who hear me:  Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.  If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.  Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.  Do to others as you would have them do to you.  Luke 6:27
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  Romans 12:21
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Romans 12:9
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control,  Against such things there is no law  Galatians 5:22
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, Love your neighbor as yourself, you are doing right.  James 2:8
But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does.  James 1:25
THE LAW OF CHRIST  Jesus expounded upon the Law of Moses by commanding love.
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  

  Matthew 5:17
You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.  But I tell you:  Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:43
But I tell you who hear me:  Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.  If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.  Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.  Do to others as you would have them do to you.  Luke 6:27
But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.  Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  Luke 6:35

You have heard that it was said to the people long ago,  Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.  Matthew 5:21
You have heard that it was said, Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.  But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person.  If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  Matthew 5:38
You have heard that it was said, Do not commit adultery.  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  Matthew 5:27
If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners do that.  And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners expecting to be repaid in full.  Luke 6:32
WISDOM & WORKS ARE WORTHLESS WITHOUT LOVE  

Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.  Romans 12:9
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  1 Corinthians 13:1
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