the POWER OF THE WORD

The Word of God is living and powerful to change lives.  Reading the Word of God gives the Holy Spirit something infallible and objective to illuminate within your heart, mind, and life.  The objective Word of God together with the subjective miniseries of the Holy Spirit constitute the authority, power, and direction for Christian living.

INSPIRATION The Holy Spirit used the writer’s languages, intellect, and experiences to communicate exactly what He intended to communicate without error or omission in the original writings.

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 

Spirit.  2 Peter 1:20
Surely the Sovereign Lord does nothing without revealing His plan to His servants the prophets.  Amos 3:7
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through who He made the universe.

  Hebrews 1:1
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.  He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.  John 16:13

He who belongs to God hears what God says.  The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.  John 8:47

I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up.  I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.  Galatians 1:11

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16

...”Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas,  Acts 1:16

...”The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when He said through Isaiah the prophet:  Acts 28:25

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ and the glories that would follow.  It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  Even angels long to look into these things.  1 Peter 1:10
Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly.  In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets.  Ephesians 3:2

My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.  1 Corinthians 2:4
ETERNALITY & INFALLIBILITY  The Scriptures are eternal, without error, and powerful.

I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your Word.  Psalm 138:2
And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.  Psalm 12:6
“Every word of God is flawless; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.  Do not add to His words, or He will rebuke you and prove you a liar.”  Proverbs 30:5
Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it,  Deuteronomy 4:2
For the word of the Lord is right and true; He is faithful in all He does.  Psalm 33:4
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.  The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.  The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.  The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 

  Psalm 19:7
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.  Your faithfulness continues through all generations; you established the earth, and it endures.  Psalm 119:89
For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  Hebrews 4:12
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  Isaiah 55:11
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  Matthew 24:35
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  Luke 21:33
I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:  If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.  And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.  Revelation 22:18
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SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT  The Scriptures are alive and powerful to change lifes and desires.

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does.  James 1:22
These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!  1 Corinthians 10:11
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  Romans 15:4

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  Colossians 3:16
He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Deut 8:3
Jesus answered, “It is written:  Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

  Matthew 4:4
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.  For, “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever.”  1 Peter 1:23
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.  The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.  The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.  The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes, The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever.  The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous.  They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.  Psalm 19:7

I have hidden your Word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  Psalm 119:11
Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful.  Joshua 1:8
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.  Psalm 119:105
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.  The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.  John 6:63
Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.  Acts 17:11
Some sat in darkness and the deepest gloom, prisoners suffering in iron chains, for they had rebelled against the words of God and despised the counsel of the Most High.  Psalm 107:11
Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.  Revelation 1:3
???QUESTIONS???

What are the Scriptures useful for?  2 Timothy 3:16

What do the Scriptures equip us for?  2Timothy 3:16

Are the words of God and His laws flawless and perfect?  Psalm 12:6

How powerful is the Word of God?  Hebrews 4:12

Is the word of God living and active?  Hebrews 4:12

What does the Word of God judge?  Hebrews 4:12

Does the Word of God give you nourishment?  Matthew 4:4

Will God’s words ever pass away or not accomplish what He desires?  Isaiah 55:11

God’s Word has been read in three ways,  1)  like castor oil, bitter but good for what ails you  2)  shredded wheat, nourishing but dry, or  3)  tastes great and nourishing too!  How do you choose to view the Word?
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