spiritual warfare

THE ENEMY  Satan and the other fallen angles strive to distort, steal, kill and destroy.
One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them.  The Lord said to Satan,  Where have you come from?  Satan answered the Lord,  From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.   Job 1:6

Be self-controlled and alert,  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 1Pet 5:8

For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.  Revelation 12:10

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  2 Corinthians 4:4
And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  2 Corinthians 11:14
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire.  He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  John 8:44

Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. Luk 22:31
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  John 10:10

THE WAYS OF THE WORLD  The world system is set up against believers and their faith.

You were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  Ephesians 2:1

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.  Colossians 2:8

We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.  1 John 5:19

With persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk.  All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life.  Now then my sons, listen to me; pay attention to what I say.  Do not let your heart turn to her ways or stray into her paths.  Many are the victims she has brought down; her slain are a mighty throng.  Proverbs 7:21

THE ENEMY WITHIN  Every believer will battle with the sinful nature until they die.  
When tempted, no one should say, God is tempting me.  For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  James 1:13
So I find this law at work:  When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God-through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.  Romans 7:21

Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires.  Romans 8:5
For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.  Galatians 5:16
I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-this I keep on doing.  Romans 7:18
For a man’s ways are in full view of the Lord, and He examines all his paths.  The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold him fast.  He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly.  Proverbs 5:21
Do not be deceived:  God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.  The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.  Galatians 6:7

The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?  Jeremiah 17:9
For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.  Matthew 15:19
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.  Matthew 26:41

GOD’S PROVISION  Everything a believer needs for victory has been made available by God.
His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness.  Through these He has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  2 Peter 1:3

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 1Cor 10:13

For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  Romans 6:5

You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.  John 8:32

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16
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STRATEGIES & TACTICS  Believers need to continually exercise biblical principles for protection.
The noble man makes noble plans, and by noble deeds he stands.  Isaiah 32:8

Be very careful, then, how you live-not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.  Ephesians 5:15
Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation-but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it.  For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,  Romans 8:12

So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, Ephesians 4:17

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:  Colossians 3:5

Do not set foot on the path of the wicked or walk in the way of evil men.  Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn from it and go on your way.  Proverbs 4:14

Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  2 Timothy 2:22

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:…to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.  

  James 1:27

Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God and He will come near to you.  Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  James 4:7

Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God,  Romans 6:12

Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to Him, for God is our refuge.  Psalm 62:8

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  Galatians 5:16

Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  

  Romans 13:14

Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, and against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Ephesians 6:11

Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey-whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness.  Romans 6:16

Everything is permissible for me- but I will not be mastered by anything.  1 Corinthians 6:12

How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to your word…I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  Psalm 119:9

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is-His good, pleasing and perfect will.  Romans 12:2
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  2 Cor 10:3-5

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckle round your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  Ephesians 6:13
As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.  Proverbs 27:17

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work:  If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!  Ecclesiastes 4:9

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  James 5:16

But encourage one another daily,… so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.  Hebrews 3:13

in order that Satan might not outwit us.  For we are not unaware of his schemes.  2 Corinthians 2:11

continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.  Philippians 2:12

HOPE & VICTORY  God’s provisions and promises give believers hope and victory.
I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to me and heard my cry.  He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; He set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.  Psalm 40:1

Sacrifice thank-offerings to God, fulfill your vows to the Most High, and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me.  Psalm 50:14

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Jeremiah 29:11

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:38

and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. Colosians 2:10
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